
  I thought of writing a letter about conservation today to be 
opened by residents of Cornwall in 2047 as I reflected on the 

thirty years since Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc. (CCT) 

was founded in 1987.  
  Then I wondered what Dave Dolinsky, Norman Dorsen, 

Ralph Gold, Sam Waterston, Anne Zinsser and the other 

founders of CCT would have written in 1987 for a time 
capsule to be opened 30 years later in 2017.   

  They certainly would have included the statement of 

purpose in CCT’s certificate of incorporation that they 
approved at the first meeting of the founders on a cold 

January day in 1987:  

“a. To accept, preferably but not necessarily by 
donation, the ownership or control of natural 

resources, and to promote, for the benefit of the 

general public, the conservation of such resources. 
These resources shall include land and water 

resources, the plant and animal life thereon, and 

unique scenic natural and historic sites . . . .  

d. To accomplish all these aims in conformity with 
the Cornwall Town Plan, and in a spirit of respect 

for the entire community and its people.”  

  They might have written about the then-current state of 
conservation in Cornwall – essentially state forests and a 

concern for fading farms. Finally I am sure they would have 

written about their hopes for substantially more conservation 
of forests and farmland in Cornwall for what must have 

seemed a distant time.  

  Undoubtedly the founders are, or would be, happy in 2017 
to read about the significant amount of forests and farmland 

permanently preserved since 1987. Thanks to their foresight, 

generous families and community leaders like Hector 
Prud’homme, CCT has permanently preserved over 1800 

acres of forests and farmland in Cornwall. Thankfully CCT 

was not alone in its conservation efforts.  Other like minded 
organizations and citizens such as the AT Conservancy, 

HVA, Kent Land Trust, Nature Conservancy, Weantinogue 

Heritage Land Trust, the Golds, the Hammonds and the 
Hurlburts also worked over the past 30 years to conserve 

forests and farmland in Cornwall. The fruits of their labor 

are clearly displayed on maps comparing protected land in 
Cornwall in 1987 and in 2017.  

  As I write this in 2017, I am thinking about what we might 

have to say about conservation in Cornwall to those who will 
be living in 2047. What are our challenges, our enduring 

values, and our hopes for the future thirty years from now?  

  We face some of the same challenges that CCT did in 
1987. Finding donors and financing for the ongoing 

protection of existing and added forests and farmland is a 

perennial challenge. Up until now we have had strong 
support from the State of Connecticut and the Federal 

Government but changes in government finances and 

politics have caused us to worry about future support. There 
is also recognition that the economic vitality of Cornwall and 

surrounding towns is severely challenged and needs to be 

addressed. Some see economic development in conflict with 
conservation. CCT disagrees but will need to make the case 

that the two can work together. Skeptics will need clear 

evidence over the course of next decades that conservation 

has helped the economic vitality of Cornwall, not hurt it.  
  I like to think that our values have not changed since 1987 

and hopefully will not change over the next thirty years. I 

think Charles H.W. Foster captured them when he wrote 
about land conservation in New England.* He found a 

number of common overarching and underlying themes. 

They are self-determination, innovation, individual 
leadership, strong commitment to place, civic engagement 

(Continued on page 2) 
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I n the late summer, the Monarch (Danaus plexippus, pictured at top left) and Milkweed 
Tussock (Euchaetes egle, pictured at bottom left) caterpillars can both be found 

snacking on Milkweed (Asclepias spp.) leaves. The Monarch caterpillars prefer the young 
leaves while the Milkweed Tussock caterpillars prefer the older leaves. Monarchwatch.org 
has resources and conservation ideas. Photo credits: M. Purnell 

C ornwall is smack dab in the middle of the largest 
remaining population cluster of New England 

Cottontail (Sylvilagus transitionalis), New England's only 
native rabbit. Since 2012 a Conservation Strategy is 
underway to enhance and expand areas of young forest 
(early successional habitat) to ensure the continued 
viability of the NEC.  40+ other species that rely on young 
forest habitat will also benefit from this ongoing endeavor.  
Visit newenglandcottontail.org for more on this effort. 
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and a moral and ethical concern for the environment. The 

law has an expression “res ipsa loquitor” – the thing speaks 

for itself. The actions taken by the CCT volunteers and 
generous donors to conserve forests and farmland in 

Cornwall starting in 1987 are direct evidence today of the 

values referred to by Foster. They do indeed endure in 
Cornwall.  

  CCT’s basic hope for Cornwall in 2047 is that it will 

continue to be a great place to live to enjoy a full life in a 
rural setting. We also hope that actions taken by CCT over 

the next thirty years will help protect Cornwall from the 

ravages of climate change. We would like to see a 

continuing vital farm community. Above all we would like 
to have preserved the forests for habitat and clean water to 

promote human health and biodiversity.  

  Finally we would like the residents of Cornwall in 2047 to 
thank CCT for a conservation job well done. We hope it 

will be said by those people that the same foresight and 

successful efforts to conserve forests and farmland initiated 
by the CCT board in 1987 and continued by their 

successors through 2017 and for the next thirty years have 

supported the enduring values of the residents of Cornwall. 

*Twentieth Century New England Land Conservation, C.H.W. Foster, Ed., 

Harvard University Press, 2009.      

(Continued from page 1) 



T h i s  a n d  t h at  

R obinson Lacy joined our Board this past winter. Not 
only is he an avid hiker, he’s also added trails in the 

Coltsfoot Valley and is training two oxen with his son. Rob 

also serves on the The Cornwall Foundation, the Cornwall 
Village Improvement Society and the Coltsfoot Valley 

Association, Inc. 

  Cornwall Conservation Trust invites you to hike our new and improved 
trails. As land is acquired, volunteers work to provide trails and 
naturalist programs to enhance your access, appreciation, and 
attachment to our wonderful forests and fields. Look for our yellow signs 
and kiosks to mark trail entries, and find our trail maps on our website.  
  The Rattlesnake Preserve Trail, with entries at both ends of 
Rattlesnake Road, has been improved with help from the AmeriCorps 
team this summer who built a new bridge (at right in photo) for a drier 
entrance into the woods. The south end has a new kiosk and more 
parking in the field.  
  The Welles Preserve Trail, off Town Street, has been cleared and re-

blazed with blue diamonds. With 
an easy climb to the top of Bloody 
Mountain, you will be rewarded 
with spectacular views, and a 
perfect picnic site.  
  A new circuit has been added in the field across the road from Foote 
Field, now named Foote Preserve. It is a flat half-mile loop, perfect for 
walking the dog while kids play sports, extending a walk through town, or 
breaking into cross-country skiing when snow arrives.  
  On our new Trinity Preserve, a kiosk erected on Dibble Hill Road marks 
the trailhead for a nice out-and-back hike. Although part of the Trinity 
Retreat Center and CT-DEEP forest, the trail along the river is clear to 
the train tracks.    

AmeriCorps Team’s bridge at 
Rattlesnake Preserve 

T R A I L  N E W S  a n d  u p c o m i n g  h i k e  

Springtime hikers at Welles 
Preserve 

 

 

Jean Bouteiller, Dody Clarke-Wolfe, 
Richie Dolan, Katherine Freygang, 

Ed Green, Bart Jones, Robinson 

Lacy, Jeff Lynch, Rick Lynn, Danny 
Marino, Pat Mulberry, Hector 

Prud’Homme, Emilie Pryor, Jim 

Sheffield, Larry Van Valkenburgh, 

Hunt Williams, Johan Winsser 

Duke Besozzi, Nevton Dunn, Denny 

Frost† 

Shelley Harms, Executive Director 

Cara Weigold, Office & Digital 

Administrator 

Harry White, Conservation Director 

Bruce & Deb Bennett, Casey Cook, 

Indian Mountain School eighth 
graders, Louise Levy, Margie 

Purnell, Gary Steinkohl 

K udos to the Indian Mountain School day of 
service work crew! Members of the eighth 

grade class helped to blaze and clear the trail at 

Welles Preserve.  

H art Farm Preserve was the 
perfect location for our Nature 

Scavenger Hunt in July. Prizes were 

awarded to our participants who were 
successful in finding Mother Nature’s  

bounty that make this preserve special. 
Photo credit on right: @claireamadea 

Please join us on Sunday, October 8, for a fall hike up the Welles Trail, again with naturalists!  Plan to be out 
from 12 to about 2 PM. Bring a picnic, drinks provided. The focus will be on fall presentations of flora and 
fauna as compared to what we saw on the Spring Walk. There will be lots to enjoy for all.  
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO US! 

30 years ago a group of Cornwall 

residents discussed their love of 
Cornwall and desire to conserve its 
beauty. Today, their commitment 
perseveres as we continue to share 

their vision. Do you 
share their vision also? 
Then please consider 

becoming a member 
today. We are grateful 
for your support. 

Join the Cornwall Conservation 
Trust at our 30th Anniversary 
Celebration/Annual Meeting as 
we present a panel discussion: 
Meeting the challenge of 
saving forests and farmland for 
conservation and creating jobs 
for a vibrant local and regional 

economy. Panel Members include Tim Abbott – 
Litchfield Hills Greenprint Collaborative, Housatonic 
Valley Association; Vicki Been – Boxer Family 
Professor of Law, New York University Law 
School; David Dolinsky – Business Advisor; Ingrid 
Gould Ellen –  Paulette Goddard Professor of Urban 
Policy and Planning, New York University; Gordon 
Ridgway – First Selectman, Town of Cornwall; Joanna 
Wozniak-Brown, PhD – Regional Planner, Northwest 
Hills Council of Governments; and Moderator – Barton 
Jones, President, Cornwall Conservation Trust, 
Inc. October 21, at 3:30 pm at Mohawk Mountain Ski 
Area, 46 Great Hollow Road. A reception of hors 
d'oeuvres and libations will follow the discussion.  

A n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r at i o n !  

S tay  u p - t o - d at e  o n  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s !   

V i s i t  c o r n wa l l c o n s e r vat i o n t r u s t . o r g  a n d  s u b s c r i b e  t o  o u r  e - n e w s !  

You already know that our website contains news, trail 

maps and much more. But if you’re a social butterfly 

you can also find us on:  

S o c i a l i z e  w i t h  u s !  

facebook.com/CornwallConservationTrust 

instagram.com/CornwallConservationTrust 

twitter.com/CCT_Connecticut 

 

Did you take a fabulous photo on one of our trails? Be 

sure to share it with us, we would love to see it! 



C C T  C O N S E R V E D  P R O P E R T I E S  t i m e l i n e  

 #   combined into the Rattlesnake Preserve 

 *   donated 

(x)  denotes acreage 

Vogel Preserve, Waller Hill * (77) 
1992 

Rogers Preserve, Cogswell Road # * (17) 
1997 

1998 

2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 Dodd Preserve, Lake Road * (13) 

Hare Preserve, Popple Swamp Road * (3) 

Hart Farm Preserve, Cherry Hill Road (96) 

Paul Preserve, Town Street # * (10) 

2004 

2005 

2006 

2008 

2013 

2014 

2015 

2016 Cooley Farm Preserve, Cherry Hill Road (84) 

Furniss Preserve, Cornwall Hollow Road * (10) 

Kling Preserve , Sharon Goshen Turnpike (1) 

Trinity Preserve, Lower River Road (317) 

Foote Family Preserve, Popple Swamp Road * (12) 

Blake/Trinity Preserve, Dibble Hill Road * (5) 

Robinson Preserve, Town Street (50) 

Prud’homme Preserve, Town Street # * (19) 

Welles Preserve, Town Street * (37) 

Ballyhack Preserve, Grange Hall Road * (55) 

Day Preserve, Sharon Goshen Turnpike * (181) 

Hofer Preserve, Cornwall Hollow Road * (49) 

Blake Preserve, Great Hill Road * (25) 

Van Valkenburgh Preserve, Rattlesnake Road # * (9) 

Gloekner Preserve, Rattlesnake Road # * (34) 

Ives Preserve, Town Street/Cogswell Road (4) 

Walker Preserve, Todd Hill Road * (8) 

Bradley Preserve, Popple Swamp Road * (3) 

Brokaw Preserve, Dibble Hill Road * (53) 

2017 
Walker Preserve, Sharon Goshen Turnpike (5) 



We asked one of our student grant recipients, Clelia Tufts 
of Sharon, to describe her passion for conservation. Clelia 
is a sophomore at Eckerd College majoring in marine 
biology, and wrote the following for CCT's fall newsletter. 
  My interest in marine science began at an early age when 
I read a biography on Eugenie Clark, the renowned 
ichthyologist. She was known for her research on 
poisonous fish and sharks; 
she had a passion for biology 
and captivated me with her 
stories of being in the water 
with these creatures. After 
reading about her life 
accomplishments and her 
relationship with the ocean I 
knew that I wanted a career 
in the same field. Now almost 
ten years later, I have 
embarked on that dream 
through Eckerd College’s 
Marine Science Program. 
The ocean has always been 
an area of fascination to me. The fact that we know more 
about the moon than we know about the ocean, to me, was 
an invitation to explore something completely new. And yet, 
there are now so many threats to the marine environment. I 
will never be able to explore the same ocean Clark once 
did. The coral reefs are disappearing, the numbers of 

sharks and many other fish species are dwindling. It’s 
terrifying to me that the ocean I care for so deeply is in 
such a vulnerable state. My focus has moved from 
exploration to conservation so that future generations of 
scientists have an ocean they, too, can explore. 
  Education is a key element of environmental conservation 
and I have begun by educating myself. Discussion in my 
marine science classes now not only focuses on the ocean 
and its inhabitants, but the threats this environment is 
under and what is being done to thwart those threats. We 
can each make small daily conservation efforts. Simple 
things like not using plastic straws, which make up a large 
portion of plastic waste in the oceans, helps to limit 
pollution. I am planning to take a trip to Cuba this winter to 
study the marine environment in the Bay of Pigs, which has 
not seen the detrimental effects of progress due to Cuba’s 
isolation. It will help me to start to understand how the 
social constructs of culture, technology and government 
impact the environment. My short term goal is to be able to 
synthesize all of the information I am learning in the marine 
science department and start to express it in visual and 
digital formats that can be shared with the general 
population. Once people understand what is at stake, they 
could be inspired to join the conservation effort.  
Congratulations to our other scholarship recipients: Bailey 
Jacquier, Canaan; Marina Matsudaira, Cornwall; Chloe 
Ocain, Cornwall; Katherine Starr, Kent; and Shelby 

Luminati, Sharon.    

C O N S E R VAT I O N  L E A D E R  O F  T O M O R R O W  

CCT’S  C ONSERVATION  D IRECTOR  H ARRY  W HITE  

R ECEIVES  AWARD  FOR  E XCELLENCE  IN  C ONSERVATION   

H arry White has been a force in 
land conservation for 20 years. 

In that time, he has worked on 

projects protecting over 15,000 
pristine New England acres.   

A resident of Colebrook, Harry has a 

Master of Forestry degree from Yale, 
specializing in forest ecosystem health, 

stream ecology, preserved areas 

management and restoration ecology. 
Since 2012, Harry has been CCT’s 

part-time Conservation Director, a 

role he also performs for the Salisbury 
Association Land Trust and the 

Sharon Land Trust. On top of that, he 

is Consulting Ecologist for Northeast 
Wilderness Trust, where he works on 

large-block forest projects from the 

Adirondacks to the Great North 

Woods of Maine. Prior to his current 
work, Harry was the Director of 

Conservation and Ecology and Land 

Steward for Weantinoge Heritage 

Land Trust for 14 years.  
  At CCT, Harry works on new 

acquisitions as well as stewarding 

CCT’s existing preserves and 
conservation easement lands. For 

a prospective acquisition, Harry 

does a thorough ecological review 
and environmental hazard 

assessment of the property to 

enable the CCT board to make 
i n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n s .  H i s 

assessments go into the grant 

applications that have enabled CCT 
to attract State and Federal funding 

for large projects like CCT’s new 

Trinity Forest and Cooley Farm 
Preserves. Harry has greatly improved 

the Trust’s annual monitoring and 

stewardship of its preserves and 

easements, and has upgraded baselines 
for older easements. His work was 

instrumental in earning CCT the 

award of accreditation last year by the 

L a n d  T r u s t  A c c r e d i t a t i o n 
Commission. 

  Because of Harry’s extraordinary 

record of accomplishment and his 
ongoing contribution to quality land 

conservation projects in our area, 

Harry was awarded a 2017 Katchen 

Coley Award for Excellence in Land 
Conservation by the Connecticut 

Land Conservation Council. CCT is 

lucky to have him!     

 

 

Clelia Tufts 


